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Joined Up Heritage Sheffield Bi-monthly Meeting 28" March 2023
National Emergency Services Museum, The Old Police/Fire Station, West Bar, Sheffield S3 8PT
and online via Zoom

The meeting was recorded, and the recording will be available for a short time at:
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/45hwYjTcm pR3IMWGfB4wpjYCC52MoY_slaVEKUTwwd22J2ARYP
mly8AZxejUrQlz.Z7iwaiYHVBIRRJZU

Passcode: 30Burw9&

1. Welcome and notice of recording

Attendees: Robin Hughes (JUHS, meeting chair), Jenny Morton (JUHS chair), Matt Wakefield (JUHS,
National Emergency Services Museum), Nigel Slack (Victorian Society), Ruth Morgan (Hunter
Archaeological Society), Christine Welburn (Friends of Hillsborough Park), Stephen Elliott (JUHS),
Andrew Maclachlan, Lucia Contrino (Victorian Society), Cllr Janet Ridler (Sheffield City Council Heritage
Champion), Wil Stewart (Sheffield City Council Director, Investment, Climate Change and Planning),
Richard Axelby (SOAS University), Vicky (Walkley History Group), Nick Peck (Bolsterstone Archaeology
and Heritage Group etc.), Joy Bullivant (Friends of the Old Town Hall), Caroline Dewar (Friends of
Graves Park), Saleema Imam (Friends of Burngreave Cemetery), Valerie Bayliss (JUHS, Friends of the
Old Town Hall), Susan Roe (Reading Sheffield), Martin Gorman (Friends of Sheffield Castle), Verity
Brack (Friends of Loxley Cemetery), David Alderson, Clir Brian Holmshaw (Sheffield Building
Preservation Trust), Dan Butlin (Abbeydale Picture House), Jon Bradley, Andy Heath, Alice Collins
(Friends of Sheffield Castle, Friends of Manor Lodge, Barbara (Friends of Graves Park), Philip Staton
(Mosbrough History Meeting Group), Denise Edwards (Sheffield Visual Arts Group), Ann le Sage
(Friends of Porter Valley), Robert Binney, Jean Hine

Apologies: Diane Patchett (Sheffield YAC), Brian Barrett (JUHS)
2. Guest speaker: ClIr Janet Ridler, Sheffield City Council Heritage Champion

Robin Hughes gave a short presentation on the Heritage Strategy and Partnership Board, which can be
viewed here. Janet then gave an overview of her role as Heritage Champion and the adoption of the
Heritage Strategy by the Council, telling us that it was a unanimous decision and that the Champion’s
role and the Strategy are both non-party-political.

This was followed by a wide-ranging question and answer session. These are some of the main points
raised:

e Built heritage seen in the past as an obstacle and unable to change, but the key is to re-use to
give it an economic future, which also helps climate change.

e Draft Local Plan has heritage threaded through but no clear statement as a firm guide.

e One of the Council committees should have “Heritage” in its name and remit.

e More Conservation Officers are needed.

e Heritage Strategy needs to be communicated to all departments of the Council to be included
in their plans and strategies, for example Parks and Countryside which include vulnerable
landscape and industrial heritage.

e Parks department are approachable and heritage is moving up their agenda, e.g. in the Porter


https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/45hwYjTcm_pR3MWGfB4wpjYCC52MoY_sIaVEKUTwwd22J2ARYPmly8AZxejUrQlz.Z7iwaiYHVBlRRJZU
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/45hwYjTcm_pR3MWGfB4wpjYCC52MoY_sIaVEKUTwwd22J2ARYPmly8AZxejUrQlz.Z7iwaiYHVBlRRJZU
https://www.joinedupheritagesheffield.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/JUHS-introduction-to-the-Heritage-Strategy-20230327.pdf

Valley, but while they have the will they don’t have the money.

Particular concern over the neglect of historic waterways.

It remains difficult to have a positive conversation about buildings for which the Council is
responsible, e.g. Birley Spa and the Rose Garden Café in Graves Park. Hillsborough Park lower
lodge 25-year lease is a rare positive example which enables fundraising.

Council is insufficiently trusting of community groups in comparison with developers or inward
investors, making the involvement of external organisations necessary in community heritage
projects.

Negative views on the city centre are a result of not regenerating around heritage.

It can be difficult to find the right route to fix things, e.g lease for NESM, Birley Spa.

Historic Coventry Trust, supported and partnered by Coventry Council, producing real change
to show what is possible, see https://www.historiccoventrytrust.org.uk. Glasgow also a good
example.

Council needs to accept that it cannot do everything itself and must collaborate/coproduce. CE
Kate Josephs’ speech to Locality Convention outlines this, which can be read here.

Janet invited those raising specific concerns to approach her directly for help, as should anyone
wishing to raise a heritage concern with the Council.

Wil Stewart responded to some questions, including these points:

There has been a positive shift in perception within the Council and officers are more serious
about heritage.

Economic benefits need to be articulated and successful examples cited, especially to the
development community and in particular relating to brownfield sites.

Distinctive identity can bring value for developers, and heritage needs to be understood
beyond buildings and place.

The case will be made to include a reference to heritage in the new City Goals.

The need to address climate and equalities also provides opportunities.

Partnership between elected members, officers and communities is needed.

The Council need to be more joined up internally, for example in reflecting heritage priorities
in any Parks plan.

News and feedback from group members and associated networks

Sue Roe, Reading Sheffield

Dr Mary Grover has written a book “Steel City Readers” based on interviews with 60 Sheffield people
born 1925-55 about their reading habits. They are delighted to have been able to raise over £10,000
for an Open Access Licence meaning that the book can be published. It will be launched in July.

Nigel Slack, Victorian Society

VS summer schedule of walks and visits will soon be published on the JUHS website etc.
They have taken up the case of the Highfield Cocoa & Coffee House, and VS nationally will
write to Head of Planning Mike Johnson.

Sheffield Hallam University are planning to move out of their Collegiate Crescent campus
during 2024. The site is currently designated for student housing, which is a cause for concern,
and VS would be grateful for anyone able to share information about SHU’s plans.

They are to start using Eventbrite, which unfortunately also means charging for events.
Connections have been made with all South Yorkshire Heads of Planning to encourage early
engagement with developers. Sheffield, Barnsley and Doncaster have agreed so far.

A longer term project will be seeking the reinstatement of monuments in the city centre,
including the Crimean Monument and the Jubilee monolith.


https://www.historiccoventrytrust.org.uk/
https://www.joinedupheritagesheffield.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Kate-Josephs-Locality-Convention-Speech-08.11.22-FINAL28853.pdf

Denise West, Sheffield Visual Arts Group

Following a successful start to their public art survey SVAG have been approached by Jessica Shipman
of Sheffield Museums to do heritage walks. The map is at
https://www.wessexarch.co.uk/sheffieldpublicart and additions can be submitted at
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/3581b1c17a884583bb289000a92db859.

Caroline Dewar, Friends of Graves Park

e There will be a project launch event on Saturday 1st April for their lottery-funded Finding Lost
Norton Park: Digging Deeper for All. This and future events will be listed on the JUHS website.

e Frustrations continue over the Rose Garden Café which has not been fully reopened. Council
figures for renovation remain higher than the Friends believe is realistic, and demolition
continues to be on the Council’s list of options, which the Friends will not support or help to
fund.

e The Norton Nurseries site continues to be put to uses that appear to the Friends to be
providing maintenance and storage for other parks, which they find unacceptable.

Jenny Morton, Hillsborough & Owlerton Local History Group

Following the success of their films from the lives of ordinary Hillsborough people 1930-50, they are
moving on to apply for a lottery grant to produce a book based on an account of one local person’s life
1913-18. This will also be produced as an audiobook.

Alice Collins, Friends of Sheffield Castle, Friends of Manor Lodge

A series of Quaker booklets from the Victorian period found in Sheffield Archives will be presented as a
reading focusing on the period around the Jubilee, at the Quaker Meeting House in May. The readers
will be first-time performers, so this will not be a public event at this stage, but if successful they hope
to repeat it.

Christine Welburn, Friends of Hillsborough Park

FoHP are hoping to create a Hillsborough People's Museum as a use for the lower lodge, which is
planned to be renovated by RivelinCo.

4. Core group activities

We are happy to announce that Jenny Morton is in the process of being onboarded as the new chair of
JUHS.

We would like to meet more of the local groups that provide the grassroots foundation of JUHS and
there is an open offer to come to group meetings and give a short talk about the Heritage Strategy.
Please email info@joinedupheritagesheffield.org.uk if your group would be interested.

Here are some of the events attended by core group members since the last bi-monthly meeting:

e Roots and Futures project workshop (19th January).

e Sheffield Heritage Fair (28-29th January).

o Sheffield Property Association Local Plan event (30th January).

e Meeting with Diana Buckley (SCC Director, Economic Development) about potential heritage
economy research (6th February).

e Meeting with Laura White (Sheffield City Partnership) about JUHS input to the “City Goals”
(23rd February).
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e Central Local Area Committee meeting (7th March).

e CAG (15th March).

e Hillsborough & Owlerton Local History Group (16th March).

e HPB (20th March).

e Arts & Humanities Research Council showcase, featuring Roots & Futures (23rd March).

Risk register: For the latest version click here.
Action plan: a new version is in preparation.

5. Questions, any other business and date of next meeting

Next meeting

Tuesday 23™ May 2023 4-6pm, venue TBC


https://www.joinedupheritagesheffield.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/JUHS-risk-register-v38-27112022.pdf

